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ADDRESS BY DON DUNSTAN AT THE OPENING OF THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 
CRAFT AUTHORITY'S 'JAM FACTORY'. 1/11/74. 
Mr. Blackall, Dr. Hackett, Craftspeople (should one say Crafties?) 
Everyone. 
At this point some people now expect from me the delivery of 
some poetic delectation, perhaps by John Bray or one of my 
departmental bards. Alas, we may be the Athens of the South, 
but our society does not expect of our poets the work classical 
Greek or Roman poets performed for their States. As Auden has 
remarked, poets to the Greek and Roman States were as important 
aa dentists are to this. That meant they worked fairly hard. 
There were a great many openings and closings to be celebrated 
by verse. And, accordingly one assumes that, being as 
important as dentists, from time to time they even caused 
similar measures of pain. 
However, enough of poetry. We are here this evening to enjoy 
ourselves and to celebrate the opening of the Jam Factory. 
If you would forgive me however I would like to mention that 
the South Australian Craft Authority was established by the 
Government for a number of reasons. 
Firstly, we had craftspeople in the State whose achievements 
were so distinctive that we believed they needed support. 
Secondly, the Government wanted a situation in which such 
achievements affected the design criteria of the State's mass 
production industries. 
Thirdly, we wanted to encourage the development or the 
continuation of rare or interesting or satisfying skills, 
gratuitously, not because any one person or group of 
people would necessarily make profit from such a programme, 
but because it was a nice thing to do, a civilized thing to do. 
All of these plans and policies were made and set in motion 
in the latterdays of the Liberal-Country Party coalition 
Governments in Canberra, (in those days the only craft they 
were interested in was spelled G-U-I-L-E. 
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And.then, of course, there was a lot of weaving done in the 
party rooms. And dare I extend it? - not a few people were a 
little potty.) 
However, since those extraordinary latter Liberal days, craft 
has come a long way. (You will understand that I am NOT now 
punning). 
Seriously, both this State Government and the Central Government 
are heavily committed in spirit and by purse to funding and 
encouraging a viable range of craft activities in South Australia. 
Hence the 'Jam Factory', the Craft Authority and our other 
initiatives. 
The result is that South Australia is now regarded as one of 
the most 'crafty' places in Australia - not only because craftspeople 
generally feel that the State is sympathetic to their endeavours, 
but also because such sympathy has meant that en increasing 
number of leading craftspeople now live here, or intend to, in 
the foreseeable future. 
This is a process that the State Government intends to encourage 
on a continuing basis. Thus far the State has voted $148,000 
for the Craft Authority. Other significant funding can be 
expected from the Australian Government. 
Over the next few years I believe we will arrive at a position 
in which not only will the individual work of craftspeople 
be properly recognized, but also which will see the design 
standards they establish increasingly influential in areas of 
mass production. 
And in relation to this, tonight's exhibition of Jade and Silver 
jewellery by Vagu Hemmingsen, is peculiarly appropriate. We 
have very considerable sources of high quality jade in South 
Australia, and for sometime the.Government has been anxious to 
encourage the development here of the skills needed to fashion 
and market this very beautiful and valuable stone. 
Accordingly, in addition to the Craft Authority's moves in 
this area the Department of Further Education has now commenced 
a programme complimentary to the Authority's in the encouragement 
of proper standards of jade crafting. 
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